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creed, to make use of their position in the Hospi-
tals to tamper with or disturb the religious
opinions of the patients of any denomination
whatever, and at once to check any such tendency
and to take, if necessary, severe measures to-
prevent its repetition."
When the news was published of the Govern-
ment's decision to send female nurses, there was
a demand for information about the leader of
the party. Florence Nightingale was known in
society, and to some extent in the hospital world ;
but the public at large knew nothing of her. The
Examiner satisfied the appetite of its readers with
the following description, which was reprinted ia
The Times and in other newspapers in various
parts of the world : She " is a young lady of
singular endowments, both natural and acquired,
In a knowledge of ancient languages and of the
higher branches cf mathematics, in general art,
science and literature, her attainments are extra-
ordinary. There is scarcely a modem language
which she does not understand, and she speaks
French, German, and Italian as fluently as her
native English. She has visited and studied all
the various nations of Europe, and has ascended
tlic Nile to her remotest cataract. Young (about
tlic age of our Queen), graceful, feminine, iicha
popular, she holds a singularly gentle and per-
masivc influence over all with whom she comes in
contact"
I    The tidings that such a paragon was to take
, of the nursing contingent caused much